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How IKEA phases out and 

substitutes chemicals of 

concern

ECHA Safer Chemicals conference June 2020

Therese Lilliebladh

Requirement Manager

IKEA Range & Supply

IKEA of Sweden
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To create a better 

everyday life for 

the many people
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The IKEA Chemical 

Strategy

“All people have the 
right to safe and 
healthy products that 
are free from harmful 
chemicals”
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Our goal: Avoid harmful effects to 

health and environment –

throughout the whole lifecycle

• Raw material
• Production process of final 

product
• Transport and distribution
• Product use
• End-of-life
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Strategic 

objectives

• Increased transparency

• Chemical risk assessments

on all materials

• Phase out substances and materials 

that could cause harm

• Suppliers that share our values

• Increased awareness about

our work on chemicals
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How we do it
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Chemical 

requirements

• Customer health and safety

• Working environment

• Outside environment

• The Class approach
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Chemical 

requirements

A general ban on for example:

• CMR substances category 1A or 1B

• Substances of Very High Concern, 

SVHC*

*With exceptions given mainly related to metallic lead

in electrical components
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Managing SVHC today and 

tomorrow

From this: To this:

IKEA 

Suppliers

Sub-

Suppliers

IKEA



©
 In

te
r IK

E
A
 s

y
s
te

m
s
 B

.V
. 2

0
1
9

©
 In

te
r IK

E
A
 s

y
s
te

m
s
 B

.V
. 2

0
1
9Policy recommendations

1. Group substances and avoid regrettable substitutions

2. Streamline chemical regulations and reporting requirements

3. Align with circular and climate policy initiatives
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How to secure the 

supply chain?

IKEA supplier to:

• Identify IKEA chemical requirements 

and verification method (e.g. test 

report or self declaration)

• Communicate the requirements down 

the supply chain

• Evaluate sub-suppliers and materials

• Secure process control in production
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Testing
• During product development

• Before first delivery and then

continously (verifying tests)

• In case of audits

• Spot checks

• Testing after claims
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chemicals
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Identify and 

prioritize

• Hazard: Health + Environment

• Exposure potential (risk)

• Impact – How big volume of 

products/materials?
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considerations

• Is the substance needed?
• Are there alternative materials?
• Or are there alternative 

substances?
• Are the alternatives really safer?
• If no – is it worth it?
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PFAS – banned in textile 

since 2015
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Phthalates – banned in childrens

products since 2006 and in food-

contact products since 2009
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still remain to 
be done. A 
glorious
future!

-Ingvar Kamprad


