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 Key drivers: registration, classification and 
labelling, supply chain communication, 
authorisation and restriction    

REACH in a nutshell

 Better knowledge on hazards, uses and risks

 Improved communication in the supply-chain 

 Better safety and control measures

 Reducing exposures and hence negative impacts

 Substituting (gradually) hazardous substances 
with less hazardous ones



4

Your registration dossiers are vital…  

They demonstrate that:

• You know your portfolio

• All necessary information is available

• The chemical safety assessment is appropriate 
and convincing 

• Your customers are informed adequately on 
how to safely use your substance

 Provide confidence to your clients, stakeholders 
and the general public, that you meet REACH 
and CLP information requirements
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…and are watched by authorities

• Convinced by your assessment and conclusions?

• Screened to identify substances of concern

• Assessed for the need for further risk 
management measures, at company or EU level



What we want to achieve
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REACH(ing) the 2020 goals

2002 Johannesburg World Summit on 
Sustainable Development: 

By 2020…chemicals are used and produced in 
ways that lead to the minimisation of significant 
adverse effects on human health and the 
environment

REACH and CLP are the key EU instruments that 
help achieving this goal

7



From bits and pieces to a machinery



By end of 2018, we want to know for 
all substances above 100 tonnes

• Are they of (potential) concern?

• Do we need more (hazard) information?

• Do they need to be addressed through (the 
most appropriate) regulatory risk management 
action?

OR

• Can we safely put them aside as being currently 
of low priority for further work?
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Focussing on substances that 
matter

• Higher-tonnage registration dossiers with 

• Important data gaps and with 

• High exposure potential for: 

• Workers or

• Consumers or 

• Environment



What do we expect from you?
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Good quality registration dossiers 

• Quality is improved, but more needs to be done! 

• REACH requires you to update:

• Annual and total volumes that change

• New identified uses, uses advised against

• New knowledge on hazard (including C&L) and risks 
leading to changes in your CSR 

• But this is not being done consistently
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Update uses/exposure information

• “Clean/clarify” the description of the supported 
uses and uses advised against

• Improve description of uses as an intermediate 
(and whether they are under SCC)

• Provide sufficient justifications (intermediate, 
SCC) to allow authorities to be convinced

• Map out uses with appropriate tonnage 
information

• Make sure you cover the whole life-cycle
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Example: why updating helps

N-methylacetamide:

• Registered uses of N-methylacetamide in the 
scope of authorisation appeared to include 
formulation of mixtures at industrial sites

 Prioritisation score; 12-15

• Updated registration dossiers clarified there 
appear to be no registered uses of the 
substance falling within the scope of 
authorisation

 Prioritisation score; 1



Transparency and predictability
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Innovation needs predictability

• Authorities to indicate the substances they think 
are of concern, leading to:

• Further scrutiny (e.g. compliance check)

• Risk management option analysis

• Possible future regulatory action
(listing on Candidate and Authorisation lists, restrictions, harmonised 
classification and labelling) 

• Helps companies to be proactive:

• Update your registration dossiers

• If needed, collect information that can support the RMOA

• Consider possible long-term consequences and 
substitution and innovation needs
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Take home messages

• Registration is not the end, it’s the beginning! 

• Authorities take your registration dossiers very 
serious 

• They form the basis for prioritisation, de-
prioritisation, RMOA and possible further actions

• Good quality dossiers are a REACH obligation 
but should be mostly in the interest of industry 

• They are fundamental to demonstrating 
corporate social responsibility!



Thank you!

Subscribe to our news at 
echa.europa.eu/subscribe

Follow us on Twitter

@EU_ECHA

Follow us on Facebook

Facebook.com/EUECHA

jack.de-bruijn@echa.europa.eu


