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Chemours 

• Spun-off from DuPont on 1st July 2015 

• US$ 6 billion sales in 2014 

• Three business units – Titanium Technologies, 

Fluoroproducts and Chemical Solutions 

• Products include Ti-Pure™, Teflon™ Opteon™, Viton™, 

cyanides, Virkon™ 

 

• Impact of BPR 

– active substance importer and supplier 

– biocidal product formulator and reseller 
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Questions 

• What, when, where, which, why, how? 

 

• Needs include: 

– General information on the BPR 

– Guidance on requirements and processes 

– Help with problems 

– Interpretation of specific issues 

 

• Questioners may have no or little knowledge, some 

awareness, various levels of experience or be an expert   
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Answers 

• European Commission 

• ECHA 

• National Helpdesks 

 

• Colleagues 

• Trade associations 

• News services 

• Consultants 

• Contract Research Organisations 

• Lawyers 
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Official European Support 

• European Commission 

• ECHA 

 

• Primarily information on websites 

 

 

 

 
• *situation as of mid-August 2015 

• *English language versions shown 

• *personal experience and views 

 
1st September 2015 BPR support 6 



European Commission 
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European Commission 
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European Commission 

• Located at DG Environment, not DG Sante 

• Generally, an overview of the main provisions of the BPR 

• Contains links to legislation and to ECHA website 

 

• Some use as an introduction to the BPR, but lacks details 

 

• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/biocides 
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Official Journal 
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Official Journal 
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Official Journal 

• Provides formal, comprehensive texts of Decisions,  
Regulations and Judgements 

• Powerful search tool 

• Includes many documents of peripheral interest 

• Does not include guidance documents or databases  

• Available in all official EU languages 

 

• Legal texts often not easy to comprehend due to legal 
language and cross-references 

 

• http://eur-lex.europa.eu 
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EUR-Lex search function 
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CIRCABC 
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CIRCABC 
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CIRCABC 

• Indirect navigation 

• https://circabc.europa.eu 

• “Browse categories”, “Health and Food Safety”,  

“Biocides”, “Library” 

• Navigation between pages is peculiar 

• Public access to biocides information but much of the 

CIRCABC site has restricted access, e.g. “Information” 

• Not easy to identify new documents 

• Mixture of the useful and the obsolete so be careful – 

information may be outdated or only proposals 
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CIRCABC – only parts are public 
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CIRCABC – look for subfolder updates 
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CIRCABC Library – useful information 

• Approved substances and substances included in Annex I 
of the Regulation   assessment reports 

• Substances not approved….. 

• CA meetings   policy discussions at CA meetings 

• Competent authorities, helpdesks and stakeholders 

• Documents finalised at CA meetings   agreed positions 
on some specific topics, including under BPD!  

• Practical Guides - Special Series on data sharing, letters 
of access and consortium 

• Review programme for existing active substances 

• Study reports   miscellaneous documents including 
information on fees and sustainable use 
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CIRCABC Library – outdated information 

• Creosote Stakeholder Consultation 

• Manual of decisions 

• Notes for Guidance (in stakeholders consultation) 

• PA&MRFG meetings (open session) 

• R4BP 

• Reports in accordance with Art 24 

• Study on the implementation of 98/8 

• Treated articles  
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European Chemicals Agency 
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ECHA 
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ECHA 

• Comprehensive website 

• Covers not only BPR but also REACH, CLP and PIC 

• Provides a lot of useful guidance, databases, process 

descriptions and helpful documents 

• Describes work of Biocidal Products Committee 

• Regularly updated 

– SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

• Can be difficult to find what you want 
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ECHA BPR information - Regulations 

• Understanding BPR – describes major concepts 

• Legislation – consolidated version of BPR, subsidiary 

legislation, specific decisions, BPD legal texts 

• Processes – active substance approval, biocidal product 

authorisation, technical equivalence, Article 95 

compliance, data sharing, 

• Links to IT tools 

• Nanomaterials 

• Treated articles 

• Research and Development 
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ECHA BPR information – other pages 

• Home page - news headlines, public consultations, 

events, new guidance, webinars 

• Addressing Chemicals of Concern - active substances 

which are candidates for substitution 

• Information on Chemicals – databases on active 

substances, biocidal products and Article 95 list 

• Support – guidance documents (look for the BPR 

information, as mostly REACH) 

• Support – emission scenario documents, R4BP3 links, 

SME information 
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ECHA  - Finding Information 

• Website reflects ECHA approach based on data and 

processes 

• Will only tell what is known – will not (cannot) answer 

unresolved issues 

• When trying to find something: 

– search box often not very helpful 

– easier to look at each main page for required information 

– keep clicking and look for likely useful links down, left and right 

– outline of site structure at bottom of each page 

– REACH and CLP pages can provide useful information on 

substances 
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ECHA  - Helpdesk 

• The ECHA Helpdesk advises on BPR, CLP, PIC and 

REACH, although national helpdesks are first point of 

contact 

• Helpdesk supports ECHA IT tools, such as R4BP 3 

– Learn how to use R4BP3 (and that includes authorities) or pay 

somebody who knows what they are doing  

– R4BP3 needs to work 24/7 (with limited maintenance windows) 

with support every business day  

• Helpdesk needs to provide same-day solutions to simple 

errors or problems 

• Default 15 day message irritates users and discredits 

ECHA  
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Help me! 

• Everybody has different needs 

• Different knowledge, problems, questions, language, 

approach 

• Some questions have no answers or several answers 

– Experience from BPD carried over to BPR, but policies and 

processes mainly developed for rodenticides, insecticides and 

wood preservatives may not be applicable to disinfectants and 

preservatives or in the new legislative framework 

– Little previous consideration of issues specific to disinfectants 

such as efficacy and commodities 

– No experience of new features of BPR such as in situ generation 

of active substances, biocidal product families and treated articles 
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Conclusions 

• A great deal of information is available on-line 

• Knowing where to look is sometimes a problem 

• Keeping up to date is important 

• Specific cases will always raise questions – need to 

discuss with relevant evaluating authority 

• Need workable solutions to unresolved issues and 

guidance available when needed 

• It’s improving! 
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